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Ronald Henderson 
Student President 

“During the Education Scotland review, I worked 
closely with the student team member whose 
main job was to gather the opinions of the 
students on their own learning experience. There 
were two student team members, one in Fort 
William and another who visited Portree and 
Broadford so although they were not able to visit 
all the learning centres they felt that they had 
managed to put a decent picture together of all 
aspects of the student experience. Throughout 
the week of the review the student team 
members were very supportive and 
understanding about the new Student 
Association even going as far as passing on 
some very helpful tips. The college gives us 
amazing support and Education Scotland has 
recommended that this support continues. I am 
very happy with the published report and I 
believe it accurately describes the student 
experience across all the learning centres.  It just 
proves that the students at West Highland 
College love studying here.” 

Lydia Rohmer, 
Principal and Chief Executive 

I was pleased to 
welcome the Education 
Scotland review team in 
February 2014 to WHC 
UHI. As a very new 
organisation created in 
2010, this was our first 
ever full college external 
review. The review 
looked at how well the 
College delivers Further 
Education and how well 

our learners learn and achieve on the courses 
offered by us. The report shows that the College 
is doing well on all counts. I am particularly 
delighted that the report highlights our 
partnership with communities and schools as a 
key strength and excellent practice, as we are 
very much a College serving our rural 
communities. The Education Scotland report will 
help us to further improve our services and 
deliver excellence for all of our learners. I’d like 
to thank our students for their valuable 
contribution to enhancing the life and 
development of the College, and our staff for 
their daily commitment in helping every learner 
to achieve their potential. 
 

Education Scotland judged the college “effective” 
Education Scotland uses three possible overarching judgements to 
express the findings of the review, this being the highest. The full report 
and the student team member report is on www.whc.uhi.ac.uk on our 
“publications” page and available at www.educationscotland.gov.uk.  

http://www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/
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Looking at the College’s learning 
and teaching arrangements, 
Education Scotland said that  
 learners achieve well on our fulltime and 

part time programmes which are well 
above sector performance 

 staff use industry and vocational 
knowledge well to make learning relevant 

 there is an increased range of courses 
and wider access to learning with both full 
time and part time opportunities available 
to learners in rural communities 

 lessons are planned well, taking account 
of learner needs with interesting and 
engaging learning activities 

 
 
 

Education Scotland said that the 
College has 
>  a relaxed environment for 
    purposeful learning 
>  made significant progress in learner 
    engagement 
>  positive and respectful relationships 
    between learners and staff 
>  effective systems to regularly seek 
    learner views which are highly valued and 

     acted on 
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Education Scotland found that our 
learners are 
>  very satisfied with their College experience 
>  achieving a good range of essential and 
    employability skills 
>  getting involved in charity fund raising 
    activities which enhance their learning 
>  working well together and are very 
    motivated and engage productively in 
    lesson activities 
 

 
 
 
 

Education Scotland suggested 
ways we can do even better. We 
are ambitious, so we will… 
 further support our students to develop 

a strong and vibrant student association 

 enhance staff professional development 
to ensure excellence in learning and 
teaching  

 provide an improved ICT infrastructure 
which will support our online and video 
conference learning across all our 
locations 
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