
Contact us
All ideas welcome - get in touch to discuss yours.

Email:   amc.whc@uhi.ac.uk
Telephone:  01397 874000
Website:  whc.uhi.ac.uk/amc

What we do
All of our services are offered at zero cost to small 
and medium businesses

You might be one person looking to turn your  
crafting hobby into a business, an employer looking 
to refine an assembly line with 200 staff - or you may 
be somewhere in between, ready to take a big step.

Whether you need technical advice, staff training 
or are exploring how to resolve a problem in your 
supply chain or diversify your income, consider our 
centre to be a risk-free sandpit environment where 
you can uncover innovative solutions without cost. 

We welcome the opportunity to work with you 
across research, design and project management 
issues, and to allow you to try manufacturing  
equipment and software for 3D printing, scanning 
and machining, CAD and CAM, and Industry 4.0.

Our mission is to help bring your ideas to life by 
supporting your business with free manufacturing 
and design technology access and expertise from 
our highly experienced team based in Fort William

If you want to explore how to design a product, 
make a prototype or if you run an assembly line or 
operation which could be improved with   
professional management and research input then 
we’re here to help.

“Having the use
of the specialist equipment

and knowledgeable engineers 
helped us develop this product in a 
much shorter timescale, and more 
accurately than we could have our-
selves. We hope to be able to make 

further use of the facility
in the future.”

–  Jimmy Stewart
Managing Director

Cioch Ltd



Why our services are free
We are part of UHI West Highland which applied to 
be one of 12 Advancing Manufacturing Challenge 
Fund projects across Scotland in 2020. 

AMCF is a partnership between the Scottish  
Government, Scottish Enterprise, and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Total investment is £15.8 million, with £8.3 million 
from the European Regional  Development Fund, 
£590,000 from the Scottish Government, and the 
remainder in match-funding from the chosen  
projects.

What that means for you is that we have access to a 
network of expertise across the country if your idea 
requires more than just manufacturing support. It 
also means that our services are free and that we 
need to complete our work by March 2023.

Our expert team
We are led by Margaret Weir, a chartered   
engineer with a Masters in Product Design   
Engineering. 

She has experience in leading projects across 
many key industries including construction,  
water, oil and gas; working with multiple  
departments, working within budget and time 
constraints, designing complete assemblies, 
design of test fixtures and under-taking   
calculations.

Margaret can bring all of these skills to your 
enterprise.


